
Camera Shots 
The building blocks of film grammar

WHAT KIND OF SHOT DO YOU THINK THIS IS CALLED?



Establishing Shot (ES)

A very specific shot that tells the audience when 
and where the program takes place.



Wide 
Shot 
(WS)

Encompasses the entire scene relative to 
subject. WS of English countryside, WS of Leo’s 
room



Long Shot (LS)

A shot that includes the entirety of the subject 
being shot. A long shot of a person would 
include the entire person, from head to toe



Medium Shot (MS)

From top of the head to waist. We can see 
peoples expressions, details of how they are 
dressed and thus become more involved in what 
they are saying and doing, without focusing on 
one specific detail.



Medium Close Up (MCU)

From the top of head to just below chest. This is 
the standard Newscasters shot



Close Up (CU)

A shot that captures the subject from the top of 
the head (with a haircut) to top of the shoulders



Extreme Close Up (ECU)

A shot of an object that is so magnified that only 
a specific part of the object (or face) fills the 
screen


An eyes only shot or maybe just one eye.



Multiple  
Subject  
Shots

two shot


three shot


four shot


group shot
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Reaction

Captures one persons face reacting to what 
another person is saying or doing, or something 
that happens in the scene. Very powerful shot. 
Here Pepper is reacting to seeing Tony Stark 
alive and well.



Over the Shoulder (OTS)

Looking over the shoulder of one actor to a 
medium or CU of another. It ties the two 
characters together and puts us in the position 
of the person being addressed. A major part of 
narrative filmmaking vocabulary. 



Cutaway
Any shot of a person or object in the scene 
other than the main characters we are covering 
but is still related to the scene. Emphasizes 
action, provides additional information or it 
could be something a character looks at or 
points to.


These also give the editor something to work 
with if he is having problems cutting a scene. 
Always shoot cutaways. (also known a b-roll in 
Tv)



Point of View (POV)

A shot that shows what a character is looking at. 
This shot is usually done handheld. Think of any 
Horror movie. There is usually a POV shot of the 
killer at some point in the movie.



POV
POV SHOTS CAN ALSO COME FROM STATIC OBJECTS, NOT JUST PEOPLE

POV MAILBOX POV REFRIGERATOR




